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AN 
APOLOGY 


Foreign Proteſtant Churches 


rs NO 
EPISC OPAC V, &. 


R. Cantrel's Book accidentally fal- 
Ing into my Hands, I had the Cu- 
ric ſity to peruſe it; and was ſur- 
pris d that, in the Second Page, he 
(on the account of Baptiſm by 
* Prefbyterian Miniſters) ſeverely re- 
fleied upon two of our * Biſhops, the ſtcuteſt 
Champions of our Church, faying, That they did, 
as it were, fut a Banter upon their own Order, vil 
that the Authority of thoſe great Men was attend- 
ed with dreadful Conſequences z calling afterwards 
all thoſe of that Opinion, Free-Thinkers and La- 
— — 

* The late and the preſent Biſhops of Sarum. 
A 2 titudinarians. 


934 a, 72 


ha WV * 


1 
"I. 4 
3 "0 . * IT 1 * "COS y 1 . ] 3 4 
3 6 "IF — A | 8 * 1 " , rs "al © o; 2 1 2 ar? . \ U 
1 N ee ” X * 7 - N » C b ” ” 
ST ar EY I. * s 4 


= 
<a 4 > 4 
A 8 
* wT7 


they have liv'd a good Life. J 


rieudinarians, I thought it was a bold Attempt in 
Him to Cenſure, with ſo much Freedom, thoſe Il- 
luſtrious Prelates, in a thing that has generally 


been believ'd by our Elder Divines : And being 


willing to ſee the end, I went on, and patiently 


read the Firſt Part of his Book, till I came to the 
Second ; then I was mov'd with a more than or- 
dinary Indignation, to ſee that he went about to 
overthrow at once all the Reformation of the Fo- 


- reign Proteſtant Churches; and to do more Mil- 


chief than all the Perſecutions they had under- 
gone. However, I refrain d my ſelf follow! 
the Example of thoſe Biſhops who ſlighted him, 


thinking him not worthy of an Anſwer. But be- 


ing inform'd that he went on with great Confi- 
dence, ſupported and incourag'd by ſa many; 


and none undertaking to ſtop him in his Carreer, 
J alter'd my Mind, not being willing to be ſilent 


any A That which I undertake to refute, 
Is what he aſſerted in the Second Part of his Firſt 
Book, viz, That the Ordination of the Proteſtant 


| Miniſters beypnd Sea is Invalid, Null, and Void, 


not being Epiſcopal; ſo they not being legally ſent, 
and having no Calling, their Preaching is vain; nei- 


ber bave they any Sacraments, having no Power 


10 conſecrate the Elements, nor baptize Children; 
' Fherefore they that follow them are a Company of 
deluded People. | 


Pray Mr. C. what ſhall become of their Souls 
when they die? I muſt acknowledge, that he has 
ſo much Charity for them, as not forthwith to 
throw them into the bottomleſs Pit; he grants, 
that they may be fav'd by an uncovenanted Mer- 
cy; fo that if they ſhould go to Heaven, it muſt 
be upon the ſame Terms, and in Company with 
the Heathens, to whom Salvation is granted, if 
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This is Mr. G's hard Saying, harſh Doctrine, 
and raſh Sentence againſt the Foreign Proteſtant 


Churches; ſeeing if they be ſav'd only by an 
4 uncovenanted Mercy of God, they are not in his 
7 Covenant, and fo have no Right to the Promiſes 
- of the Goſpel, nor are Members of the Catholick 
. Church of God, which is in his Covenant. If all 
) this ſhould be true, whence is it that Ged has 
. kept us in the Dark? Whence is it that ſuch Im- 
. portant, and Fundamental a Docirine was not re- 
- veal'd in a more clear manner in the Scripture? 
3 And is neither to be found in any of the Creeds of 
, the Primitive Fathers, nor in the Confeſſion of 
- our Faith, nor in the Canons of our Church, nor 
-in the Homilies, which, next to the Scripture, are 
5 the Standard of our Belief, and the Rule of our 
k Eccleſiaſtical Government. 

t What has he to do with thoſe that are with- 
, out? Who has made him Judge over the Foreign 
t Proteſtant Churches > Why is he fo bitterly in- 


cens'd againſt them? They have a great Eſteem 
for our Church, and look upon her as the Bulwark 
of the Proteſtaut Religion; and are ſo far from 
diſputing, much more of denying the Rights and 
Dignities of our Biſhops, that they honour them, 
and acknowledge (as their firſt Reformers did) 
the Lawfulneſs of the Epiſcopzcy, and that in 
thoſe Places where it is eftabliſh'd, they ought 
to ſubmit to Epiſcopal Iuriſdiction; the learn d 
Mr. Turretin, Profeſſor of the Church Hiſtory in 4 
Geneva, in his Book tranſlated into Engliſh, goes 5 
farther, and aſſerts, that Epiſcopacy is of an An- 1 
cient and Apoſtolical Inftitution. | a 
3 Uncharitabie Man! to Unchriſtian the Foreign 
Proteſtant Churches, who were the firſt Reformers ä 1 
of our Religion, and the Reſtorers of Primitive - 
Purity; to dodm thoſe pious Perſons, whom — 4 
tne 


: 
* 
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the Proteſtants have efteem'd as Ornaments of the 
Chriſtian Church, thoſe Confeſſors whoſe Faith no 
Sufferings could conquer, thoſe Martyrs that have 
laid down their Lives for the ſake of Chrift to 
Kell, unleſs God, by ſuch Mercy as he knows no- 
thing of, will ſave them. 

And leaſt now that he is in his uncharitable 
Vein, he ſhould, on the account of my under- 
taking the Cauſe of the Foreign Proteſtant 
Churches, ſend me thither too, as a Preſbyterian 
I do folemnly declare, that I am fully perſwaded 

that Epiſcopacy is not only a diſtin&t Order, but 
of ApoRtolical Inſtitution. I could heartily wiſh 
that it could be re-eſtabliſh'd in all the Foreign 
Proteſtant Churches: However, God has not ſo 
ſtrictly oblig'd us by any Law fo to obſerve this 
Inſtitution, as never upon any account to deviate 
from it. f | 

Since he has given us no ſtrict Laws, about 
Church-Government, foreſeeing that whatWight 
be convenient for one Time, and Place, would 
not be for another ; it ſeems he has left us at Li- 
| herty to alter it upon emergent Neceſſity. So in 

our Church, the Deacons do not ſerve the Tables, 
nor are there amongft us Deaconeſſes. Why then 
in ſome other Inftance may not that Order be 
chang'd in ſome meaſure, and that in ſome Places 
upon an extraordinary Occaſion. | | 
In the Jewiſh Church, notwithſtanding a Di- 
vine Appointment, the High-Pricfthood being in- 
_ tail'd upon Aaron, and his Off ſpring; and none 
could offer Sacrifices but thoſe that deſcended from 
him, and only in that Place where God has ſet his 
Name: Notwithſtanding this, I ſay, Samuel, who 
was but a Levite, acted as High Prieſt till Maia 
was of Age, and offer d Sacrifices; and Elijab, 
who was neither Prieſt nor Levite, offer'd a burnt 
| 1 Sacriſice 
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Gierifice upon Mount 


Carmel, when the Temps 
of Jeruſalem was ftanding ; and God ſhew'd his 
Acceptance by Fire that came from the Lord, 
which conſum'd the burnt Sacrifice, BY 
I am not ignorant, that I enter upon a nice 
Point never handled (as far as I know) by any of 
our 2 and — to — 2 — of 

ivi ce, eſpexially at a Time when fo 
Cory made to depend _ that Order, 

My firſt Argument is founded upon the begin- 
ning of the Reformation of the Foreign Prote- 
ſtant Churches, which, next to the Planting of 
the Chriſtian Religion by the Apoſtles, was the 
moſt ;gloriots and miraculou Works of God, and 
of. the irreſiſtable Power of his Spirit; if we ſe- 
rioufly and impartially confider, that when the 
Pope had uſurp'd an Exorbitant, Arbitrary, and 
Tyrannical Dominion over the Church, Princes, 
and Kings, and was rais'd to the higheſt Pitch 
of greatneſs ; that he ſhould have had ſich a 
Mortification ad Downfal, as in few Years time, 
to hear that ſo many People, at fo great a di- 
ſtance one from another, in fo many different 
Kingdoms, Commonwealths, Principalities, ſhake- 
ing off his heavy and inſupportable Yoke. Ought 
net this to be confider'd as one of the moſt won- 
derful Inftances of Providence? And the more, 
when ſo many Potentates and Sovereigns, influ- 
encd by him, oppos'd the Reformation, endea- 
vouring to d it in its Birth, with Fire and 
Sword, with the moſt cruel Tortures and Tor- 
ments: Yet, that neither Impriſonments, nor the 
Loſs of State, nor Faggots, nor Gibbets, nor the 
Pope's  Excommunication, and his 7. 9 
Would terrif them: But fo man ouſands 
would lay down their Lives, with ſo great Cou- 
rage and Reſolution, for the Service of their Ma- 


"\ 


e en Gur Planting and Prong , ey 
KEkReeligion, and nothing in the World could ſtop 
1 


the Progreſs of the Goſpel; but that, accordi 

to the great Gamaliel, it being the Work of G 
could not be overthrown. This ought to be mar- Pes 
vellous in our Eyes. However, when the Refor- un 
mation was at firſt begun in Germany, and aſter - 110 
ards propagated to Switzerland, Geneva, Holland, anc 
| and Poland; in all theſe Places, Epiſcopa- fer 
cy was not receiv d. Notwithſtanding this, we ple 
have reaſon to infer, that they were in Covenant Ke 
- - and Communion with God, and as good Chrifti- cor 
ans as we, and in ſome reſpect better, becauſe. il 
they ſtood ſuch ſevere Tryals. Now the Hand of 
God being viſibly in all this, thoſe that deny it- 
cenſure the Providence of God, having a Film 
before their Eyes, viz. Phariſaical Pride, that 

hinders them from perceiving it. | 


— 


' . 

No Man ought to blame and caſt an evil Aſper- 
ſion upon the Foreign Proteſtant Churches for 
having no Bithops in the beginning of the Refor- 
mation; ſeeing the Biſhops of that Time, inſtead 
of joining with them, became their implacable 
Enemies, and oppos d the Reformation with Rage. 
I know but one Inſtance to the contrary, which 
yet came to nothing, that of the Archbiſhop of 
Men, who ſent for Bucer to reform his Church; 

for which he was Excommunicated by the Pope, 

and turn'd out of his Government by the Empe- 

ror: All the reſt of the Biſhops violently 2 

ſing the Reformation, the Nam of a Bilkiop be- 
came odzous among the People; fo that they 

were forc'd to reform without them, in a manner 

more acceptable to the People. 3 | 

© Beſides, it was inconſiſtent in Fance, and other 

| Countries, where Sovereigns were Papiſts, to have 


f | Biſbops amongR Proteſtants z for ſince Kings and. 


Princes 


and ſuch Bit aop would have ordain'd and pre- 
ferr'd ſuch as would have bent which way they 
pleas d; f that they would have ſet Wolves for 


Keepers of the Flock and then what would be- 
come of the Sheep? 
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bi po hom the Power of nom: 
bs, and as amongſt the Apoſtles 
ts who for Money betray'd his 
rel the Miniſters there would have 
ones; they would have pitch'd 
lech to be Biſhops, being before brib d by 
em, as would certainly have fſerv'd their Turn; 


In the beginning of the Reformation there was 


no other way left, but either to continue in a Po- 
piſh and Kolztory Church, or reform without Bi- 
2 oh And fince God has made nothing neceſſa- 
ry 


our Salyation which is impoſlible, and re- 


' quires no more of us, than what is in our Power 


to perform, and makes Allowances for the Inſuffi- 
ciency for the Means he has given us; J have ſure 
ground to aſſert, that thoſe Churches were the 
true Churches of God, and. their Miniſters lawful 


Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt. 


1 muſt add to this, that in thoſe Countries 
where the Government became Proteſtant, as in 
Switzerland, and Holland in the beginning of the 
Reformation having at firſt diſcarded . 
becauſe the Biſhops oppos d the Reformation; if 
. they had chang'd the Eccleſiaſtical 

ſbyterian Govenment into an Epiſcopal one, 
*honght it would have refleGed upon t e 
they Reformers, as if they had not done right, 


* were not guided by the Spirit of God; for 


reaſon they let it run in the ſame Chanel, as 
* dae of Gp had at firſt order 6; 8 


Bo or bod 


— 


L rol] 
Ad to make amends as well as they ebuld for 
having no Biſhops in their Synodal Aſſemblies, 
where they keep their Spiritual Court of Judica- 
ture, and determine Matters of Importance, the 
firſt and previous Things they do, is to chuſe one 
by Plurality of Votes, whom they veſt with an 
Epiſcopal Power, calling him, ont of Modeſty, 
Moerator, who has the Precedency and Pre-emi- 
nence over all the reſt of the Preſbyters, and 
Power to cenſure and admoniſh Delinquents, and 
to cnt off, by Excommunication, the gangreen 
Members of the Church; and to ordain thoſe 
which, both by their Learning, and good Lives, 
and Converfation, were found qualify'd for the 
Holy Miniſtry. | e 
In ſome other Places, as in Brunſwick, from 
whence our Sovereign has the Title of Elector of 
the Empire, ſuch Moderator is call'd Superinten- 
den:; and is not ſo for a Time, and during the 
ſitting of the Synod only, but during his Life. 
The F-arn'd Ludovicus Capellus would have him to 
be a Biſhop, if not in Name, in Effect. 1 
It this cannot make a Tiſhop in the utmoſt | 
Extent and Latitude, I ay, that things are not 
brought to Perfection at firſt ; but Biſhops were to 
be eſtabliſh'd in the Halcion Days of the Church, WW 5 
where Kings and Queens would be Nurſing-Fathers, 
and Nurſing- Mothers to the Church, and they them- WW © 
ſelves Tnifruments (as they are bound in Duty) i ., 
to reform the Charch. | ; 1 
And who knows whither or not! the Popiſh | 
Biſhops having fo long ſeduced the People, and | 
perſevered in their erroneous Ways, God, by | 
Judgment laid upon them, has not taken the 
chief Government of the Church in thoſe Places 
from them, and given it to the Preſbyters, who 
concurr'd in the Government in reforming the 


2 


urch; as upon the ſame account he depriv' 
cha of David of the Kingdom 77 75 
ing Idolators, and namely, three ſucceſſively be- 
fore the Captivity of Babylon; and atterwaids 
gave the Government to the IHluſtrious Aſmenedns, 
who -liad clcans'd the Altar, and reſtor d the tive 
Religion in Judayv. © * 1 
Ik all this cannot reconcile Mr. C. to the Fo- 


reign Proteſtant Churches, I will bring another 


Proof, taken out of the Promiſe of our Saviour 10 
his Diſciples, I am with you always to the end 
the Wold ;, and ſo from the Succeſſion of the Apo- 
ſtolick Chucch. 

Foraſmuch as according to St. Paul's Prediction, 
there muſt be an Apeſt.cy from the Faith; aud 
the Sun of Perdition muſt exalt himſelf above all 
that is call'd God, or in the Senſe of the Plalmift; 
Princes. And according to St. Fobn, Rome is the 
great Whore, with whom the Kings and Inhahi- 
tants of the Earth commit Fornication, by re- 
ceiving her Idolatrous Practices; and which ig 
diunk with the Blood of Martyrs and Proteſtants 
ſlaughter'd by her! That rhe Church of Rowe is 
the great Whore, mention d by St. Fobn, is evi- 
dent from his Deſcription of the great City 
meant thereby, vis, That the ſeven, Heads M the 
Beaſt, on which the Woman fits, are ſeven Monn- 
tains, ' plainly pointing to the ſeven Hills on 
which Rome was built, therefore it is ſtyl'd Sepri- 
collis, | | | 
From this I have reaſon to infer, that. the 
Church of Rome, by becoming Antichriſtian, and 
the Murderer of the Saints, ceas'd to be the true 
Church of God. But we muſt not ſuppoſe that 
our Saviour has forgotten his Promiſe to his Belo- 
ved Spouſe, and ſuffer her to be quite baniſh d cut 
AK the World, during fo many hundred Years that 
| :rwveůbͤeſſh en x Idolatry 
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Tdolatry over-run the Chriſtian Church. The 
Scripture informs us, that from that Time of the 
firſt Degeneracy, two Wings of the great Eagle 
were given to the Woman, viz. the Church to fly 
into the Wilderneſs, where they was not to make 
any great ſhew and appearance, but be in an ob- 


ſcure and afflicted Condition: Such is well known 


to have been the hard Fate of the poor Valdences 


and Albigences, who, according to our learn'd Ex- 


ofitors, are the two Witneſſes mention d by 
St. John, by whom the Church was continu d. 
And fince the generality of our Church knows 
but a little or nothing of the Faldences and Albi- 
pences, and they having been our Spiritual Apo- 
les who firſt brought the reform'd Religion to 
this Land; and their Memory ought to be dear 
and precious to us, none, I ſuppoſe, will find 
fault with me for enlarging upon this Subject, 
tho? it is out of my way; ſince they are two 
ſtrong Evidences againſt Mr. E. and as much as I 
muſt not ſpeak without Authority, I will borrow, 


concerning the Hiftorical Part, the moſt of my | 


Proof from Perrin, who has given us as true 4 


. Hiſtory of the YValdences and Albigences as any 


that has been publiſh'd of that kind. Therefore 
his Hiſtory has been inſerted into the Martyro- 
Jogy that is now Printing, compil'd by Dr. Bray; 


who informs us, that when Satan kept Men in Ig- | 
norance, having involv'd the greateſt part of 

thoſe that are call'd Chriſtians, in the grand Sin | 
of Idolatry, about the Year 1160. when it was | 


capital Crime not to acknowledge Tranſubftan- 


tiation, and to refuſe to worſhip the Hoſt. Then | 


God rais'd ſome of his Seryants to oppoſe the 


Church of Rome, amongſt thoſe were famous the 


FV aldences and Albigences, for being ſtout ſers 
of Popery, and for having ſeparated themlelves 


Seer eee Se e 


from | 


4. 4 HU 

from the Church of Rome; of whom the Author 
ſays, That they were as the two Olive Trees, or the 
two Lamps, St. John ſpeaks of: They were both 
Profeſſors of the ſame Doctrine, and that in all 
reſpe&s ; the Valdexces being the Mother-Chutch, 
having convey'd their mu on to the Albigenives 
and both were near Four Hundred Vears befor 
Some would Have the 'Valdences nan!d” from 
Valdo; but tlie learn d Dr. Aliz! in his Hiſtory of 
the Ancient Church of Neumont, Page 1761. has 


clearly dembonſtrated, that the Name of tiie Val. 


dencet, or 'Vaudois, was given them from the 
Place of their Abode, which was call'd Le Vaur 
of Lucern, and Argrogne; from whence came the 
Name of Vallences, which was afterwards cliang'd 
into Valdeuces, when the Peſign of their Enemies 
was laid to make all the World believe, that 
Valdo, a Layman, was their firſt Founder: And 
the ſame Dt. Alix proves, that the Valdences wers 
before Valdo, who began to teach, Auus 1160. 
their Confeſſion of Faith beating Date, Ams 11 20. 
Beſides, a plain Proof: that! they: were of a more 
ancient ſtanding, is their Noble Sefons, tranflated 
into our Tongue, dated Amo 1 100. the Original 
whereof is to be ſeen in the Publick Library of 
Cambridge. The ſame Dt. Alix s, that the 
Albigence:” were before Valdo, by Bernard, who 
flounſh'd, 419 1130, who, in the Sixty Fourth 
Sermon upon Canticles, mentions the Allbigencet; 
and how long they were before that Time, I 
could not fix the Xra when they began to make 
a Profeſſion of their Faith, by any of the Authors 
that have written of them, | 

The Enemies of the Valdences being not able 
to refute their Doctrine, to make them odious, 


Sharg d them with the moſt infamous Crimes, — 


141 
the Pagans did the firſt Chriſtians 3. but they full 
anſwer d them, and diſculpated — — 
made a Book of the Cauſe of their Sean 
from the Church of Rame. 

I ſhall prove againſt Mr. C. that the were the 
true Church of God, by the Puri y of their Faith, 
by the Holineſs of their Lives, and by. the efficacy 
God gave to their Doctrine, and by, the cruel Sut- 
— IN they by ck being viderious 215 gy 

ting: by Martyrdom, they. propagate ey 
e 
y were Illuſtrious by the ek thay 
Doctrine, which is event wy : by, Conſel- 
Gons of Faith, all the Articles agreeing with 
Ours, and by believing the ſame, 9 995 of. the 
Scripture; Canonical, as we do, pi, receiving the 
others only as Apocriphal; and by teaching 
amongſt them the Athanafan . Cree Fa and by 
Eighteen Books written in their own angue, th G 

Catalogue and Titles thereof being ſet mak in 
Frrrin 8 Book : There 1 is alſo ſet down at length, 
tapllated into our 17 .a Cateèchiſm to in- 

ſtruct their 10 ab ff Expoligion, of the Val- 
euces and Alb igences / Ap oltles Creed, 
5 Ten Commandments, the Lord's * 8 and 


the Sacraments, and a, very ancient Confeſſion of 


Sin, us d amongſt the Valdences and Albigences 
there is alſo à Treatiſe. concerning Anti- n 
Purgatory, and the Invocation a. Saints; all 
which, being throughly ſufficient to inſtruct the 
People i in a good Life, and true Faith. hoſe Do- 
& ine (ſays the Author) is conſonant with that at 
preſent — and believ'd in the reform d Churches. 


And I having carefully examin'd them, I found | 


that it was — to the Doctrine of our 
nk. 
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For a farther Proof, I will bring the TeRtimor 
— 8 


(a) Landenu: calls Calvin Inheritor of the Do- 


Erine of the Valdences. | | 
(* Gautier, a Jeſaitical Monk, makes the Faith 


of the Valdences, and of the Miniſters of Calvin, 


in Twenty Seven Articles, | 
(e) near Siluius, who afterwards was Pope Pius 
the Eleventh, and John Dubravius, Biſhop of Ol- 
mall, make the Doctrine taught by Calvin, a-Kin 
to that of the Faldences, * | 
(d) And to bring the Matter home, Thomas 
Walden, who wrote againſt Jobn Wickliff, ſays, 
that the Doctrine of 'Valdo was convey'd from 
France to England. © | | 
(e) To which the Sieur de Ia Popelomere, who 
ſays, that the Doctrine of the Modern Proteſtants 
is but a little different from that of the Valdences; 
which (ſays he) being receiv'd in the Quarters 
of Ally, and communicated to the Evol, their 


Neighbours, when the Engliþ had Guine in their 


Poſſeſſion; which being infus'd in the Underſtand- 
ing of ſome Perſons, who brought it into England, 
and was handed down to Vicłhlißß. 

Y Cardinal Bellarmin ſays, that Wickiiff could 
add nothing to the Hereſy of the Valdences. 

(g) Alphonſo de Caſtro aſſures us, that Wicklif 
did only bring to Light again the Errors of the 
V aldences. 


Perrin informs us, Page 65. that Rainard Lol- 


bard, who was at firſt a Franciſcan Monk, and an 


(a) In his Analitick Tables. (b) In his Chronological 


Tables, Sect. 12. Chap. XV. page 494. (e) In his Hiſto- 


ry of Bohemia. (d) In the Sixth Volume of the Things 


_ Sacramental, Tit. 12. (e) Popelomere in his Hiſtory of 


France. (f) Tom. 2. Chap. XXVI. Col. 86. (g) Lib. 6. 


agrinit Hereſy, page 99. 


Enemy 


* * 
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to the Yaldences, being converted to their 
Religion, became one of their Minifters? mightily 
eſteem d for having written a Commentary upon 
the Revelations z wherein he has oblery'd ſeveral 
things that were ſpoken in-reference to the Anti- 
Chrift of Rome: From him it was that the Faith- 
ful were call'd Lollards in England, where he was 
zusd to teach; - witnels that Tower of London, 
which is at preſent call'd by his Name, Lollard's 
Tower, where they were us d to be confin d and 
impriſon'd. And in another Place he adds, Page 67. 
that he was an happy Inſtrument which God in 
that Time made uſe vf to make known to the 
Eugliſh by Sixty, and powerful Remonſtrances and 
Exhortations, that Doctrine for which the Val. 
doucet were put to Death; and that Doctrine was 
.reviv'd by Vickliff, as had been obſery'd in the 
Book which treats; of the Original, and Confeſ- 
lien. of the Babemian Churches, which they were 
thereby very much led into the Knowledge of the 
Truth of; and the Bobemians acknowledge, that 
ſa) Wickliff was mov'd to throw off the Pa 
"Yoke by the Example of the Valdences. © te 
Further, that the V/aldences came to England, w 
and had Followers, is prov d by (b) Matthew of 
Paris ; who obſerves, that the Monks Inquiſitors 8. 
caus d the Valdences to be burn d in England, 


1174. WER | 
(c) Foy Boſſe makes mention of a certain Per- 
on, who was burn d at London, for no other rea- 

ſon, but becauſe he was tainted with the Faith | 


— — — 
(a) See the Chronicle of Herſwage. (b) In his Hiſto- 
- TY 2 England the ſame Near. (e) Anno 174. 18 Bis 
Chranicke of London. |  - | l 
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1 
(a) Thomis Walden, an Engliſh-man, has writ- 
; ten, that in the Reign of Henry the Second, the 
Valdences were cruelly and grieyouſly perſecuted z 
! and that they were call'd Publicans: And as to 
. thoſe they could prove nothing worthy of Death; 
they branded them in the Forehead with a red - 
| hot Key, that, every Body might know them. 
do have reaſon to infer from thence, that the 
Fl Lollards were Diſciples of the FValdences. And I 
7. will farther add, that out of the Seed of their 
n Holy Religion, and the Aſhes of. thoſe that were 
e burn'd, in the Time appointed by God, ſprang 
d tip in the Reign of King Edward the Sixth, and 
1. again in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, a glorious 
2s Reformation. 


he Having prov'd the Purity of the Faith of the 
el. Yaldences, I ſhall come now to their Holy Lives, 
xe Piety, and Converſation, which was fo unblame- 


he able, ſc exemplary, and fo conſpicuous, that they 
at © <xtorted the Confeſſion of their very Enemies. 

al (b) Regnerius, a Jacobine, and a cruel Perſecu- 
| tor of the Valdences, ſays, That their Manners 
ad, were ſeaſor'd with Grace, and their Words prudent, 
; and well peliſÞ'd, ſpeaking voluntary of God, of his 
Saints, of attaining Vertues, and avoiding Vices, 
and of doing ſeveral grod things; that they (lays 
he) be eſteem l the better Men. 


ſhop of Turin, renders this Teſtimony, touching 
the Valdences; That as to their Lives and Man- 
| ners, they were perfe, without Reproach, among ſt 
A, addifting themſelves, with all their might, to 
obſerve the Commands of God, 


=__ — — — 


(a) In his Sixth Volume of Things Sacramental, Lib: 
12. Ch. 102. (b) In his Book de Forma Heret. Fol. 98, 


Cardinal 


* 99. (e) In his Ireatiſe * the Valdenees, 


(e) Claude de Sciſer, their Neighbour, Archbi- 


— 
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fa) Cardinal Baronius ſtiles the FValdeuces of 
Thouloſe good Men, and that they were peace» 
able People. | . | 

\ Lewis the Twelfth, King of France, having re- 
ceiv d Information from the Enemies of the Val- 


dences, dwelling in Provence, of ſeveral Crimes 


that were father d upon them, ſent to the Place 
Alam Fumee, Maſter of Requeſts, and D. Perui, 
a Sorbonniſt, and his Confeſlor, to make Ir quiy 
about the Matter; which coming to the Place, 
viſited their Pariſhes and Temples, and found no 
Images, nor any Signs of thc Ornaments belong- 
ing to the Maſs, or Ceremonies of the Romith 
Church, neither did they diſcover any of thoſe 
Crimes which they were charg'd with; but found 
on the contrary, that they kept the Sabbath Day, 
and caus'd their Children to be baptiz'd according 
to the Primitive Church, and taught them the 
Articles of the Chriſtian Faith, and Ccmmands 
of God. The King having heard their Report, 
Mid, with an Oath, Thar they were Letter Men 
than himſelf, or his. People. (b) 

King Francis the Firſt, Succeſſor of King Lewis, 
having ſent Deputies to inquire about the ſame 
Valdences, that had dwelt in Provence about Two 
Hundred Years, that came from Piedmont ; they 
brought word again, not only that they were la- 
bouring People, but alſo of good Life, and honeſt 
in their Dealings. (c) 

The Profeſſors of the Reicrm'd Churches give 
them the ſame Character: Theodore Beze call'd 


the Valdences. the Off-ſpring of the pureſt part of 


the ancient Chriſtians ; becauſe they have been 


M— 
_— ———_—. ad — — — 


(a) Annal. Tom, 12. Anno 1176. p. 836. (b) Vaſem« 
bee in his Oration of the Vajdences, (c) Camere in kis 
Hiſtory, p. 16. 4 Te £4 
Fogg miraculouſly 
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miracvlonſly preſerv d from Errors and Tgnorance, 
which Satan hatch'd in the latter Times. ( ' » 
I could bring many other Teſtimonies, but the 


following will be ſufficient z Monficur de Fione- 


aux, who has been Paſtor of the Valilences during 
Forty Years in the Valley of P:edmonr, has writ- 
ten a Treatiſe of their Manners and Religion, 
gives them this Teſtimony, Thar they were Alen 
of Holy Lives, and excellent Conduct, and great 
Erennes to Vice, tut eſtectally their Barbes, fo 
they calPd their Pufiors. (b) | 

I ſhould now come to their Sufferings, and 
trace their Blood thro” all Ewope, but that wouid 
{well my Book into a greater Volume than it is 
intended: I will only tay, that they were con- 
demn'd by Six Councils, and Six Conſtitutions of 
the Popes. Therefare they have been crueily 
condemn'd to Death, baniſh'd, pillag'd, their 
Lands confiſcated, and they themſelres burn'd, 
and anathematiz d, and perſecuted with Force 
and Arms. | | 

They underwent bloody Perk cntions in Dau- 
phiny, Predmont, eis, Italy, Sicily, Spain, and 
Germany, And fore of the Faldences having re- 
tr'd into Dalmatia, Goarie, Sclavinia, Cunſtas ti- 
nople, Greece, and Piilaielphia, they propagated 
their Religion thro all thoſe Places, and ſeal d it 
every wnere with their Blood, ; 

However, as the Children of Vel, the more 


the Egyptian, afflicted them, the wore they en- 


creas d; they were like the Buſh: AH fes ſaw in 
Horeb, wich burn'd, and was not coniums!. 
For altho' ſo many Princes made ſo mairy At- 
tempts to deſtroy them, they have been pre— 
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(a) In his Hiſtory of Worthy Men. (b) in his M. 
morial of the Valdences. p. 4. | 
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| ſerved during Six Hundred and Seventeen Years, 
till this very Day. u 
That the Yaldences had no Biſhops in their own 
Habitation, living in the Dioceſe of the Popiſti 
Biſhops, will be readily granted; otherwiſe they 
would have very ſeverely reſented it, it any Body 
beſide themſelves had ailun'd to himſelf to act 
as a Biſhop in their Dioceſe, I being not willing 
to be Partial, I will not conceal what Regnerius, 
the Monk, and their Perſecutor, relates; that, 
Anno 1250. the Valdences had two eminent Bi— 
ſhops, namely, one Balagiana of Verona, and one 
Fobn de Luggio, who taught amongſt them. But 
that was One Hundred and Fifty Years after they 
had ſettled their Church- Government; and by 
his ſaying, that they taught amongſt them, it does 
not follow that they perform'd any Epiſcopal 
Function; nor that they had conſecrated any of 
their Barbes to be Biſhops. Matthew of Paris, 1n 
the Life of Henry the Third, King of England, 
tells us alſo, that in Croaria and Dalmatia, their 
Doctrine got ſuch a Footing, that they brought 
over ſeveral Bifhops to their Party; from thence 
we cannot infer, that they had Biſhops them- 
ſelves. As for the Hiſtory Mr. Durel relates, I 
will not go about to contradict it; but I may 
fay, that neither in Perrin, nor in any Book, I 
have found any other Inſtance. However, I do 
believe, that if the Biſhops would have joyn'd 
with them in their Doctrine, they would have 
Joyn'd with them in an Epiſcopal Government; 
ſeeing, having carefully examin'd all their Books, 
I found nothing therein againſt Epiſcopacy. I 
will not concern my ſelf, whether they had any | 
Biſhops or not, when they were in other Coun». | 
tries; but to avoid any Diſpute, or Cavil, I will 
iu my ſelf to their own Church of Piedmont, — 
| there 
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there I ſhall ſtand upon a ſure ground, that nom 


they have no Biſhops, neither had they 
I the Reformation begar, nor 1 Bel 
although they had not Biſhops, as it did not lye 
in their Power to have any; therefore, they ought 
rather to be pity'd, than condemn d, by Mr. C. 
as no Chriſtians. Neither are they to be leſs 
eſteem'd by us; which were not, upon that ac- 
count, the leſs accepted to God. But having a 
Cloud of Witneſſes to give Evidence of the Pu- 
lity of their Faith, and Holineſs of their Lives, 
and Conſtancy under their Sufferings; I have rea- 
ſon to ſay, that they were the Light of the World 
amongſt a Murderons ald Idojatrous Generation; 
the Angels of the Earth, and the Belov'd of our 
tavicur, with whom he intruſted the Succefſion 
of his Church, which, as his Truſty Servants, 
they kept it undefil'd from Errors, Superſtition, 
and idolatry, and were faithful to him to Death. 
Now, Mr. C. I befeech you, by the Bowels of 
Jeſus Chriſt! to give Glory to God, to open your 
Eyes, to make a Confeſlion, that you have been 
in an Error, and acknowledge, that the Yaldences 
were the True Chriſtians, Members of the Catho- 
lick Church; and their Miniſters, Ambaſſadors 
of Chriſt, duly Commiſſion'd by him, for fear 
the Blood of thoſe glorious Martyrs ſhould rife in 
Judgment againſt you! | 
Having made ſo long a. Digreſſion about the 
Valdences, it ſeems, there is no need to inſiſt fo 
much upon the Albigences ; ſeeing (as I told you 
before) they were of the ſame Foundation and 
Church as the Valdences, only the Albigences were 
{o cal'd for having at firſt made Profeſſion of their 
Faith in the Dioceſe of Ally in Languedock, in 
France: The only dittere:ce I found between 
them, is, that the poor /aldences had no Humane 
| | Power, 


8 Fa 
Power, neither Princes, nor General, nor any 
Army to defend them; relying only upon the 
Providence of God, which ſo far protected them, 
as neither the Gates of Hell, nor the Rage of 
their Enemies, could utterly deſtroy them. But 
the Albigences had of their Side, the Counts cf 


Thoulouſe, the Father and the Son, the Earls of 
Foix, Eomminge, Carmain, Bigore, the Prince of 


Bearn, and the Lady Lavar, all Sovereigns, be- 
ing converted to their Religion; the Albigences, 
under their Protection, had the Liberty of pro- 
felling their Faith, which contributed to their 
encreaſe. . * £ 
Altho' it is not to my Purpoſe (out of my 
Zeal for the Albigences, having liv'd ſeveral Years 
in that Country, and. having had the laſt part of 
my Education in the Academy of Puiranrens, 
which was formerly inhabited by the Alligeucet, 
and for the Benefit of the Ignorant) how can any 


blame me for enlarging a little upon the Hiſtory | 


of their Sufferings, and how at laſt they were 
quieted, ſo far as to make no longer publick Pro- 
feſſion of their Religion? 


Pope Iunocent the IL ird being inform'd, that 


the Hereſy of the Valdences was ſpread in thoſe 
Countries, nay, amongſt the Perſons of the great- 
eſt Quality; before he came to Arms, that he 
might juſtify his Proceedings, ſent amongſt them 
ſome Predicants, and other dignity'd Perions 
of the Church of Rome; but they could never 
oblige them to embrace his Religion: Ard 
having publiſh'd a Cruſade, which was read in 
all their Churches; and having written to all 
Sovereigns, with large Promiſes, that every one 
that would take Arms againſt the Albigences, 
and ſtay Forty Days upon the Field, ſhould get 
De when they were getting ready the 
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7 Army, which was Ano 1209. they amus'd them 
e with Diſputes and Conferences, where the Papiſts 


3, were always brought to Confuſion: And when 
ff the Army was ready, they gave over Diſputes, 


it and proceeded to Action with all Violence; the 
Army of the Croſs d Soldiers, conſiſting of Hun- 
dred Thouſand fighting Men, came to the Coun- 
try of the Albigences, being diſpers'd, Plundering 
and Ravaging all before them: Amongſt them, 
were the Duke of Normandy, Seven Earls, and 
others of the Nobility, Two Archbiſhops, Five 
Biſhops, and others not mention'd by Name, 
who laid Siege to Beziers: The Earl of Beziers, 
who was a Papiſt, caſt himſelf at the Feet of 
the Legate of the Pope, beſeeching him not to 
deſtroy his Town ; and afterwards the Biſhop of 
that Place did the ſame, but to no purpoſe, unleſs 
the Albigences wonld preſently embrace his Reli- 
gion. | | 

Beziers, aſter a vigorons Defence, being taken, 
the Prieſts, Monks, and Clerks, coming out of 
the great Church with their Banners, Crofs, Hol 
Water, and their Eccleſiaſtical Robes, ſinging 2 
Deum Laudamns, in token of Joy for the Town 
ole being purg'd of the Albigences : The Pilerins 
eat- having receiv'd an Order from the Legate, to 
he ſpare no Body, cut them all in pieces, the Yown 
1em being pillag' d, burn'd, and all deftroy'd. 


ONS Atter this, they went immediately to Carcaſone, 
2 with ſeveral other Earls, Archbiſhops, and Bi- 
An 


mops, each of them having brought their Pil. 
d in Wl grins; fo there was an Army of Three Hundred 
all Thouſand fighting Men: The Town made alſo a 
one brave Defence, and fill'd all the Ditches with 
dead Pilgrins; and when they could reſiſt no 
longer, they got away by a Conduct under 
Ground, diſcover d by an old Man, The _— 

my 


Army took Poffelſion of the Town, and the Plun- 
Crofs'd Soldiers. | | Nan 

The King of Aragon being diſſatisfy'd about his 
Couſin and Nephew, the Earl of Beziers, who be- 
ing entic d by fair Promiſes, went out of Carcaſone 
during the Siege, and was made Priſoner, and af. 
terwards dying, was ſuſpected to have been poy- 
ſon d: He ſent ſecret Intelligences to the Albrgen- 
ves to ſtand out, with fair Promiſes, that th 
ſhould be reliev'd; upon which, the Subjects of 
the Earl of Beziers, the Papiſts, joyn' d with the 
Albigences. 

The King of Arragon afterwards took Arms for 
the Aſſiſtance of the Albigences ; and when Mon- 
ferd was gone to Montpeillier, they retook Forty 
Towns and Caſtles, that were before delivered to 
him. And he would have loſt all his Conqueſts, 
had not his Wife brought him a freſh Supply of 
Pilgrins. | 
Then follow'd a cruel War, carry'd on by Mon- 
ford, the General of the Croſs d Army, with all 
Barbarity; ſometimes one Party getting the bet- 
ter, ſometimes another, which is not my Buſineſs 
to relate. The great Loſs the Albigences ſuffer d 

was the Death of the King of Arragon, who ex- 
poſing himſelf too much, was Alain in a Battle, 
and his Army routed. 

The valient Earl of Foix renew'd the War, aſ- 
ſiſted by the Subjects of the King of Arragon, who 
came to revenge his Deatli; and having defeated 
the Army of the Croſs d Soldiers, Monford. nar- 
rowly eſcaping. K 

At laſt the Count of Raimond recover d Thon- 
lauſe, that had been taken from him; and altho* 
Mowford had gotten a new Supply of Hundred 
Thouſand  Pilgrius, he could not retake it: > 
{ £219 
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this Siege many Pilgrims were ſlain; and amon 
e, the bloody Monford, who had ſhew'd no 5 
cy to the All igences, but murder d em all; whom 
before three Councils, had proclaim'd him the De- 
fender of the Faith, and the grand Monarch of the 
Country of the Albigences; and when he was in 
France, 100 Biſhops follow'd him, praiſing and 
magyitying, him: At laſt, having ſhed fo much 
innocent Blood of the Albigences, he dy'd in his 
own Blood. At the ſame Time dy'd Dominick, a 
cruel Perſecutor of the Albigences., 

The Count of Tboulonſe, the Earls of Foix and. 
Comminge, baving retaken the moſt of the Towns 
Earl of Monford had taken from them; all things 
feem'd very profperous for the Confederate Army, 
till the Death of the Count of Theulouſe and the 
Earl of Foix, the two great Supporters of the Al: 
_—_— dying, that quite chang'd the Face of the 

ar. The Count of Rainnd ſubmitting to the 
Legate, the reſt were forc'd to do it, tho' with 
great Reluctancy. aps © | 

When they thought the War was ended, Fran- 
caval, the Natural Son of the Earl of Beziers, to 
revenge the Death of his Father, took Arms in 
behalf of the Albigences, aſſiſted by their brave 
Captains, and kept the Field from 1234. to 124t; 
having ſurpriſed ſeveral Caſtles, and being every 
where Victorious, great Numbers of Pilgrims were 
flain by him. When they could not reduce him 
by Force, they entreated the Earl of F*ix to bring 
him to a Compoſition ; who being inform'd, that 

ope. Innocent IV. was making great Levies of Pil- 
grims againſt him, that he could reſiſt no longer, 
the Earl of Foix prevail'd fo far with bim, as to 


promiſe never to take Arms againſt the Church of 
Rome, This is the laſt Attempt the Albigences 
made for their Defence, and the laft Expedition of 
Pilgrims levy d agamſt them. Dv | 
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Aſterwards they took another Method of de- 
ſtroying the Albigences, by ſeveral Perſecutions, 
one after another, carry d on with the utmoſt Ri- 
gour by the Monks Inquiſitors; the laſt was Anno 
1281. | #5 , 

The Dragon having got the Victory over the Al- 
bigences, after they had continu'd about 152 Years, 
they were extinct, till another Reformation came, 
which fill'd up again all thoſe Places with new Al- 

Igences, _ 2 

Foerrin tells us, that in that War, a Million of 
Perſons were deſtroy d, for which the Papiſis paid 
dear, for the Deſtruction of the Alligeuces. Hona- 
venture, the Legate, who was amongſt the Croſs d 
Army, gave an account to Pope Honorius, that the 
War had been very expenſive; for within the 
ſpace of 15 Years, above 100000 of the Croſs d 
Soldiers were flain; by that one may judge how 


po 1 
* 
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many were afterwards kill'd by the continuance of 


the War for 26 Years. 


Now having given an account of the ancient 
Churches of the Albigences, and having been fo | 
Jong out of Mr, C's. Sight; I ſhall return to him, | 
and aſk him in the Name of God, Sir, have you 
no Pity, no Compaſhon, for thoſe poor Albigences, | 


fince many Hundred Thouſands of them ſacrific d 
their Lives in the behalf of our Saviour? How can 
you deny, that they were not the True Servants 
of God? They had indeed no Biſhops, neither 


could they have any, if none would join, with em. 


Will you oblige them to a plain Impoſſibility? I 
ſtand to this, and I ſhall make it good that they 
were not only Members of the Cat olick and Apo- 


ſtolick Church; but that, together with the Val. 


dences, they kept the Succeſſion of it, when. the 
Church of Rome had revolted from the Allegiance | 
due to our Saviour. Some of your Party Nes | 

ve 
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have that Succeſſion to have flill continu'd in the 


" "III 


Church of Rome during her Degeneracy : And it 


ſeems to me that you inſinuate, that it is your 


Opinion, by faying, That the Church of Rome is a 
Tine Church, as a leprons Man it a true Man; 4 4 
cor rupt Church is a true Church, But how can a falſe 
Church be a true Church? It may in general be a 
Church, as the Town Clerk ſaid, * If ye enquire any 
thing concerning other Muters, it ſeall be determin d 
& Tu Hine *Exxaniia in a lawful Church, Our Sa- 
viour cannot be ſuppos d to own for his Myſtical 
Body the Church of kme, wherein there is ſo 
many Forgeries, Foppiſh Superſtitions, and Idola- 
try. A leprous Man is a true Man, becauſe there- 
in remains the Soul and Body, the eſſential Parts 
of a Man. But the Church of Rome is ſo corrupt- 
ed, that there is wanting tlie eſſential Parts, the 
true Marks and Characters of the Church of God, 
viz, the Purity of Doctrine, the Holineſs of the 


Lives of the Profeſſors, and the Adminiſtration of 


the Sacraments, according to our Saviour's Inſtitu- 
tion. I have already prowd, that both the Fal- 
dences and the Albizences, had the Purity of Do- 
ctrine, and the Holineſs of Life; as for the Sacra- 
ments, there is no need to inſiſt upon, ſince they 
hold them in the ſame manner as we do. Whereas 
in the Church of Rome, ſcarce any thing more is 
to be found beſide a boaſted Succeilion of _ ; 
Which yet, according to their Hypctheſis, has 


been interrupted by ſeveral Schiſms of their Popes, 
which continued long; and by ſeveral Schilmati- 
cal Biſhops, who receiv'd their Power from Schif- 


matical Popes. And ſuppoſing the Succeſſion of 


"Biſhops ſhould be granted to them, what ſignifies 
that, when they had apoſtatiz d from the Faith? 


The learn d Dr. Alix has prov'd, that the Val 


derces never were ſubject to the Church of Rome; 


Acts 13. 39. _ 5.7; 


„„ 1 

neither did the Church of Milan ſubmit to tlie Au- 
thority of Rome till Anno 1059 which occaſion d 
a great Stir and Out- cry of the Clergy, and of the 
whole City of Milan, which continu'd till 1067. 
againſt that Innovation. And alt lo the Valdences 
never were ſubject to Rowe, they, as well as the 
Albigences, had an uninterrupted Succeſſion, either 
of Bithops, or, when their Biſhops apoſtatiz'd to 
Anti Chriſtianiſm, (fo they were oblig'd to leave 
their Communion) of the Miniſters of God, by a 
Lineal Deſcent from the Apoſtles, whoſe Ordma- 
tion was Valid, according to the Judgment of the 
beſt and moſt learned Men of our Church, ſince 
they had no Biſhops to Ordain, nor their Circum- 
ſtances did allow them to have any. This con- 
tinual Succeſſion of Miniſters they contend, nei- 
ther did they permit a Layman to have Power to 
Ordain; but their Miniſters ſay in their Confeſ- 


ſion of Faith, Ir belongs to ug to cbriſe Guides, viz, - 


Paſtors and Elders. As concerning the manner how | 
they had to do it, they add as Trr. 2. So that ei- | 
ther the Succeilion of the Church of God was con- 
tinud amongſt the Valdeuces and Albigences, or it 
was quite loſt, - | 
But perhaps Mr. C. who is a declar'd Enemy to 
e Foreign Proteſtant Churches, will admit of no | 
Proof drawn from them, I will try what Reſpe& 
he will pay to our Church. | 
When under the Reign of King Edward VI. this | 
Church was Reform'd, Divines were ſent for from 
Foreign Proteſtant Churches: For P. Martyr, who 
had been Five Years, Profeſſor of Divinity at A 
2 who coming to England, was made Profeſ- 
or of Divinity at Oxford, and afterwards Canon, 
and finally, Dean of Chriſt Chrurch; who being | 
Man of Piety, Learning, and underflanding, was | 
mightily eſteem'd by Cranmer, Latimer, —_ | 
„ 


1 
and Hooper; and Canmes conſulted him about Re- 
forming our Church, and ſettling the Government 
of it. At Cambridge they had Martin Bucer, who 
had retorm'd the Church at Argentine, and being 
ſent for by Cranmer, came to England with Fagius, 
Amo 1549. Fagius was employ'd in Tranflating 
the Old 'Teſtament, and Bucer (hefide his Lectures 
) of Divinity) the New, who liv'd not long at Cam- 
5 bridge, dying there, Anno 1552. much lamented, 
1 having 3000 Perſons attending his Funeral. And 
1 in the Reign of Queen Mary, gm 1556. he was 
6 condemn'd of Hereſy, his Body being digg d up 
e and burn'd, with his Books. g 
- If our Church had been of the ſame Principles 
. with Mr. C. our Biſhops would not have ſent for 
1 Divines beyond Sea, to aflift them in Reforming 
0 our Church, who had reform'd the Foreign Prote- 
.ſtant Churches, by ſetting up Miniſters (as Mr. C. 
z. would have it) without Orders, Sacraments without 
w 3 Conleccation, and Schiſmatical Churches without 
i- WM Biſhops. But they had a better Opinion of the Fo- 
n- reign Proteſtant Churches; they look d upon em 
it as Siſters to our new born Church, and were per- 
faded that the difference of Church Government 
would make no alteration in Religion. 
In the Reign of King James I. when there was 
a Conteſt in Holland about the Arminian Doctrine; 
for quieting of which, a National Synod (I might 
have call'd it a Council) was held at Dorr, Amo 
1618. all the Proteſtant Churches being invited 
to {end Deputies thither: The Bench reformed 
Churches ſent two, Monſieur du Moulin being one, 
who were ſtop'd in their Way by an Order from 
the French King, forbidding them to go thither. 
And King Zames having receiv'd a Letter from the 
States of Holland, ſent over for Repreſentatives of 
pur Church, for the Solemnity, Men cf Character, 


Four | 
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Four eminent Divines, viz, Dr. George Carlton, Bi- 


ſhop of Landaſf; Dr. Foſeph Hal, Dean of Worce- 
ſter, after ſucceſſively Biſhop of Exeter and Nor- 
.wich , Dr. Devenent, Profeſſor of Divinity at Cam- 


bridge, after Biſhop of Salisbury, Dr. Ward, Maſter 
of Sidney Colledge, and Arch-deacon of Winton, In 
that Synod they ſate, diſputed, voted in their turn, 
ſign'd the Acts, and concurr'd, in all the Tranſa- 
ons of the Synod, with the Deputies of the Fo- 


' reign Proteſtant Churches, as Menibers of the ſame 


y; and in a moſt ſolemn and publick manner, 


they acknowledg'd the Foreign Proteſtant Depa- 
ties their Brethren, and Members with them of 
the ſame Catholick Church. And I do not find 
that any of them, when they were made Biſhops, | 
chang d their Opinion concerning the Validity of 
the Miuiſters of the Foreign Proteſtant Churches. 

I wall alfo inſtance the moſt eminent of our Di- 
. yincs, who have alſo aſſerted the Validity of the 


Orders of the Miniſters of the Foreign Proteſtant 


Churches, vis. Archbiſhop Abbor, Dr. Merton, Bi- 


- ſhop of Durham; Dr. Hal, Hiſbop of Norwich; Dr. 
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Browning, Biſhop of Exeter; 


of Worceſter, beſides many others not to be men- 
tion d. And in heland, Archbiſhop Uher; Dr. | 
Beedle, Biſhop of Kilmore ; Dr. Richardſon, Biſhop | 


ef Adab, and almoſt all that Church, except Dr. 
N.. advancd by the Earl of Stafford. In the 


* 


r. Prideaux, Biſhop 


Reign of King Charles II. moſt of our moderate i 
; Biſhops were of that Judgment; as, Dr. Cr/ms, Bi- 
hop of Durbam; Dr. Barlow, Biſhop of Lincoln; 
Dr. Compron, Biſhop of Loudon, What need I in- 
Nance any more, ſuice there was no Law, either 
_ Eccleſiaſtical or Civil, for declaring thoſe Orders 
invalid? — 5 = 
This Doctrine was usd and brought in by the þ 
Injury and Corruption of that Time, and contriv'd | 


* 
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upon them and deſtroy them. | 


i EIS Tf. 
by the Craft and Artifice of the Enemy of onr Sal. 
vation, to ſet up a Pattition Wall between us and 
the retorm d Churches, to fow the Seed cf 12 
between us and them, to unchurch afd make the 
odicus, to ſhake the Conſtancy of the noble Army 
ot their Martyrs and Conteflors, to hinder Stiau- 
ers tyom their Faith to join with them in their 
Non, and to provoke their Enenues to fall 


I do not find that any of our Biſhops ever que- - 
ſtion'd the Validity of the Orders ot the Foreign 
Relorm d Churches, except Biſhop Antews, from 
whoſe Poſtnumous Works, Biſhop Land (who was 
the firſt that publickly deny'd the Validity of 
thoſe Orders) borrow'd his Arguments againft em, 
and promoted ſeveral to the Dignity of Epiſcopate 
in his Time, who were of his Opinion in that, as 
in ſeveral other Points, And fince Men are as 
fond of new Doctrines as of new Faſhiors, this be- 
ing couſtenanc'd and encourag'd by the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, was ſpread abroad, and receiv'd by 
ſome, which mightily magnifying Epiſcopacy, as 
if there could be no Chriſtianity without Bi- 
ſhops, even in thoſe Places where they could have 
none; ſome afterwards; to inſinuate themſelves 
into Favour, and get Prefertnent, writ in Defence 
of it; However, the major part of the Biſhops of 
England and beland, ſtill maintain'd the Validity 
DERRY LETT fr 
But Mr, C. perhays will object, if it was the 
adgment of the Church of England, that thofe Or- 
ers were Valid; how is it that, according to the 
Laws. of our Chu Ch, | heir Miniſters, tho before 
aid, muſt be Re-ordain'd, tu qualify them to 
officiate.3n dur Church? What netd; of this, If tueir 
Jormer Baan 4s Valid, to Kb. raum them? 
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8 „This ems eciom wy apt to impoſe on th 
DUnlearn'd and Igno If th o | 


rant. ereſore I overthro 
that Foundation, all his 1.5 will fall to the 
Ground, and will be like Duſt rais'd on purpoſe to 
blind the Reader. I hope to prove, in a clear and 
couvincing manner, that this does not üwalidate 
their former Orders. 

To know the true and genuine Sentiment and 
Doctrine of our Church, we muſt ſearch into ber 
Conſtitutions, - Fundamental Eccleſiaſtical Laws, 
and juto the firſt Age of it, which was the Golden 
Age, ſince gfterwards Time occaſions Changes and 
Alterations; and Men, to ſhew that they 'have 
more Learning and Underſtanding than the firſt 
Fathers, out ot Pride and Self conceit, pretending 
to have made new Diſcoveries in Religion, and to 
have f-und ,a better Way to Heaven, introduce 
Inventions, new Doctrines, and Modes in Religi- 
on: Of chis we have fatal Inſtances in the Jewiſn 
Church, in that of Rome, and in our own, where 
Ib many Swarins of Sects are ſprung up to infec 
this Nation. 

- TI will then make uſe of the ſame Argument, 
againſt our modern Phariſees, as our Saviour did a- 
gainſt the ancient ones. From the beginning it was 


not fo; Re-ordination was a Word never known, 
nor heard of for above 106 Years after the Refor- 
mation. During that Time, the Forei Prote- 


ſtant Miniſters were admitted to the Deſk „to the 


Pulpit, to the Livings, nay, to the Dignities of 


our Church, without being re- -ordain'd, as I ſhall 
make it appear by n Eridences, 4 
ter I have premiſed theſe two Things. 

W E, e mut not think . MS rdair 


own Country e would have 
the Sea, wo þ nie to t "Nation, to learn 
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and Intruders in our Church, So few Inſtances will 
ſerve my Purpoſe. | n FELL 'Y 
Secondly, When Scotland was a diſtin&t Kingdom 
from this, and the Government of the Church Preſ- 
byterian, adinitting thoſe that were Ordain'd there 
to be Mmiſters in our Church without being Re-or- 
dain'd, will be a ſtrong Evidence in the Caſe; as - 
thoſe of the Foreign Proteſtant Miniſters admitted 
therein; ſo I will bring them promiſcuouſly. - 
To inſtance ſome amongſt many others: In the 
Reign of Edward the Sixth, ohn Knox, who after- 
terwards had ſo great a Share in the Scottiſn Refor- 
mation, (and never had any other Orders, but what 
he receiv d at Geneva) was admitted by the Biſhops 
to exerciſe the Function of a Miniſter both at Ber- 


wich and Newcaſtle till that King dy d, when he re- 


turn d again to Geneva. | 
In Queen Elizabeth's Reign, Seravius, a learn'd 

Dutch, or German Divine, enjoy'd a Prebend at Car- 
terbury for divers Years: Likewiſe did Iſaac Cauſabon” 
and Gerard Voffies, in the Reign of her Succeſſor, 
And Mr. Travers, in Queen Elizabeth's Reign, who had 
only a Preſbyterian Ordination beyond Sea (who was 
Chaplain to the Lord Treaſurer Butleigh) was made 
a Lecturer in the Temple. And in the Reign of 
King James I. D Baro, a French Man, was likewiſe 
made D. of the Chair in Cambridge; and I do not 
find that he had any new Orders in England. And 
Peter du Moulin, the Elder, without being re-ordain'd- 
was Prebendary -of Canterbury in the Reign of King” 
James and King Charles the Firſt, © I ſhall inſtandèe 
the laft, the three Scorriſh Biſhops, who having but a 
Preſbyterian Ordination, were confecrated without 
being re · ordain d in the Reign of King . 1 

— ER E * 


Language, to officiate in our Church, when after 
their beft Endeavours, they could never ſo well edi? 
fy a Congregation as the Native ones; they wude 

be look d on as Deſerters from their own Country, 8 
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ko that chis has been ſaid over and over again, 
burt that does not invalidate the Proof. Mr. C's An- 
ſwer to this is, that St. Ambroſe, Archbiſhop of Ai 
lan, was conſecrated without being ordain'd Prieſt, 
becauſe he ſays a ſuperior Order includes an inferior; 
by the ſame reaſon, when a Man is qualify'd by his 
Age, Learning, and good Life and Converſation, to 
bea Prieſt, there would be no need to Ordain him 
Deacon, but only Preſbyter, the ſuperior Order in- 
cluding; the inferior. Mr. C. left he ſhould do Inju- 
ry to his Cauſe, takes no Notice of what S$porſwood 
{aid, Page. 89. upon that account that Dr. Andrews, 
Biſhop of.Ely, having moved that they ſhould be or- 
oxdain'd Prieſts before they were conſecrated, the 
Archbiſhep of Canterbiny, Dr. Bancroft, maintain d 
that there was no Neceſlity for it, ſceing where no 
Biſhop could be had, Preſbyterian Ordination muſt 
*Þ be eſteem d Valid; otherwiſe, that it might be 
by doubted, if there was any lawſul Vocation in moſt 
of the Reform'd Churches, all the Biſhops who were 
there, nay, that of Ely acquieſced too. 

' Beſide, there ape three Churches, one in Thread- 
Needle-Srreet, London; another in Canterbury, and 
another in the Fens in Thorney, of a long ſtanding, 
where the Foreign Minifters are allow'd to Preach 
without being re-ordain'd ; and that not by a Tole- 
ration, but by a Royal Patent, which they had for- 
merly: from Edward the Sixth, and Queen Elizabeth, 
ang confirm'd by King Cbarle, II. Now of late, the 
French have a Grant, to have ſeveral Churches where 
they may officiate without being re-ordain'd z and 
Mr. Dubeurdieu, the Elder, had leave during all his 
late, from the Biſhop of London to Preach in the Sa- 
Voy- Church, (which is according to our Liturgy) 
without: being re ordain d. n 
bs Now this continu d and unipterrupted Practice of 
En eur Church for 190 Years and longer, never oppos d 
wur cenſur d by any Convocation, ſhall convince . 


"pl 


C except he ſhits his Eyes to the clear, 
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Church, that the Orders af tlie Foreign Proteflant 
Miniſters were Validlieii 6 

But Mr. C. I ſuppbſe) will reply, how then tame 
It to paſs that it was cuacted, Amo 1663. "the Re- 
ſtoration, that they ſhonld be: re- ordain d ts qualify 
them to officiate in our Churełꝰ ? 8 

In anſwer to this, I ſay, that by this Act they do 
not deny the Validity of the: Orders of thè Fofeign 
Pioteſtant Miniſtech; but reſixiyin them from officrat- 
ing in our Church without having Orders from our 
Biſhops: And this was àn Act of State, not of Reli- 
gion, ſince our Church haying been deſtroy'd by Ret 
bellion; when it was re-eſtabliſſtd. our Legiflators 
thought that it was Time, and Wiſdem, to make 
Fences and Intrenchments as ſtrong as they could, 
to prevent any Perſon, d iſaffected to our Church and 
Epifcopacy, from creeping in te diſturb it. There - 
fore they enacer, that none ſhould officiate in our 
Church, withcut having an Epiſcopal Ordination; 
whereby they bind themſelves to defend it, by fo- 


tration, that i was the general Sehtiment f our 


kimnly promuing to obey their Ordinary, and by 
ſubſcribing the Thirty Nine Articles of etirContelt 


ſion of Faith, and to obſerve our Eccleſiaſtica} Con- 
ſtitutions. * * 3 9%, »} 7 


That Act was chie fly intended againſt the Diſſent- 


ing Miniſters, who had invaded our Church; and to 
the end that they ſliould be encourag'd te comè in 
and ſooner to ſubmit to a Re- ordination, they made 
2 general Law, without excepting the Foreign Pro- 
teſtant Miniſters. L etl 
And that by that Law they did not intend to de- 
ny the Validity W the Orders of the Foreign Mini- 
ſters, I have wo ſtrong Reaſons : For, * 
Firſt, When they enacted, that the Forcigh Pro- 
teſtant Miniſters Mould not officiate in ew Church 


without an Epiſcopal Ordination, King Chao tes I 


exc ptcd 


* * 


r 6 

hs ep ted thoſe Reform'd Churches which his Prede- 
| ”-  cellors had granted a, Patent for; and thoſe that he, 
br Ing Succeſſors would grant. If they had thought 
that their Orders were invalid and unlawiul in our 
Church, that Act could not have made them Valid 
in other Churches in our Nation, And if, according 
40 Mr. Ces Principles, their Miniſters were but Lay- 

men, they would not have excepted the Foreign Re- 

form d, Churches, por would have been fo tree in 


* 


> ; 


granting them Licenſes. for multiplying ſo many 
N thereby defil'd the Land by a Sacri- 
Jegious Worſhip. _, 1 50 


Secondly, That it was the Intent of that Law not 


eder the Valrdity- of their Miniſters; for Mar- 
rant of Which, we have the generality” of our Bi- 


ſhops, (if there are any otherwiſe minded, they are 
but few) who underſtand the meaning of that A& 
the moſt likely, they deny not the Validity of their 
Orders; perhaps the Deſigu of their Lordſhips is to 
perfect what our Church counted a Deſect in their 
Drders, by the Impoſition of the Hands of à Biſhop, 
= = In this caſe none ought to ſcruple a Re- ordination, 
if they haye a mind to officiate in a Church Epiſco- 
peually conſtituted. Did not the Elders lay their 
1 Hands upon St. Par! and Silas, when they receiv'd a 
mne Commiſſion to convert the Gentiles. 
Mr. C. having no good reaſon to uphold his Cauſe, 
3 fo: have the Biſhop of Vorceſter on his ſide, by an 
iftory. of his own making, ſaying, Page 16. of his 
Second Book, I beg leaue to mind Mr, Grognet (as I 
have often done) of the preſent Biſhop of Woxceſter's 
Queſtion to him, when be was Biſhop of this Dioceſe :. 
| Monſieur, if Pre-vyrerian Ordination be Valid, as you 
em it is, and you by Vertue ther baus receiv'd a 
= Commiſſion of A liniſter of Feſus Chriſt, why did I Or- 
b ain your f | | 
= + As for theſe Words ſaid to me, I do ſincerely de- 
= cue, that I do aot kucw that Mr, C. ever ſpcke ta 
| 7 r 9 me 
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me about it; and concerning the Words he pretends 


tbe Biſhop ſaid to me, that cannot be true; (ſeeing T _ 


living in the Biſhop's Family when he was Bithop'of 
St. Aſaph. Mr. Dodwell, who was then at St. Aſaph, 
pei ſwaded me to enter into Epiſcopal Orders; to 
that purpoſe, being not willing by a Re-ordination, 
to reuoui ce my former Orders, I ask'd his Lordſhip 
whether my Orders were good in France; the Biſhop 
anſwer d me, Ihat they were good in France, bur not in 
England. And added many things to that purpoſe 
that is neeleſs to be related. Mr. Labonelle, Rector 
of Brailesford (for whom Mx. C was Curate, before he 
came to Derby) when he Was alive, told the ſame 
thing of himſelf to James Thrrel, Eſq; who is a Gen- 
tleman of a ſingular Integrity, and of great Learn- 
ing; and added, that if the Biſhop had deny d the 
Validity of his former Orders, he would not havs 
ſubmitted to a Re- ordination. And the Biſhop ae- 
knowledging the Faldences to have kept the Succeſ- 
ſion of the Catholick and Apoſtolick Church, would 
be inconſiſtent with himſelt, if their Miniſters had 
no lawful Orders. | 
Mr. C. having miſrepreſented the Biſhop of Vorce- 
ſter; in the ſame Page he has abus'd the World with 
another Hiſtory, the moſt part of his Contrivance, 
concerning his own Biſhop; who allowing, in his 
Viſitation at Derby, the Validity of Baptiſm by Preſ- 
byterian Miniſters, he ſays, That the whole Body of 
bis Clergy being then preſent (froe only excepted) diſſent- 
ed from his Lordſhip. How can that be true? Seein 
none of the Clergy ſaid then any thing to oppoſe 
his Lordſhip. But after Dinner, the chief of the 
Clergy being preſent, a Reprimand from his Lord- 
ſhip occaſion'd the Queſtion to be renew'd z one in- 
deed of the whole Body of the Clergy vindicated 
Mr. C. and out of the Five excepted, who were 
of his Lordſhip's Opinion, two or three ſaid ſome- 
thing about it? How can then Mr. C. ſay, —_ 
. , Wnole 
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hne Bady of lis Lordſhip's Clergy diſſented from | fo 
im, feeing there was bat one that ſpoke againſt it br: 
2 PIs Mr. C take upon himſelf to have an Apoſtoli- an 
Lal Gift of diſcetning Spirits, and prying into their || th 
Minds? Beſide; that is not for the Honour and Cre- tw 
git of his Dioceſan that Ordain'd him, to have the Ch 
whole World know that he has fo little Influence over Pr 
his Clergy, that the whole Body diſſented from him, * 
in a thing that is according to the common Practice | M 
of the Clergy of England, who do not uſe to re-bap- th 
tize Children of the Diſſenters, when their Fathers at 
return to our Church. One may ſee what ſhift a Man ſit 
is brought into when he Patronizes a bad Cauſe. 7. 
Since Mr. C. is ſo free in delivering his Thoughts M 
about the above: mention d Biſhops, I hope he will an 
give me leave to deliver mine at my turn; That his la 
Opinion is very Dangerous and Pernicious at this re 
Time, generally all Nonjurors hold that Tenet, Na. 
which has caſt an evil Aſperſion upon our Sovereign. I ar 
Thoſe that are of that Opinion, to aleniate the Af- 
fection of his Subjects from him, ſound an Alarm, F. 
crying, The Temple, the Temple! the Church, the of 
Church! which they will perſwade us to be in Dau- en 
a ger, by proclaiming the King to be a Presbyterian , in 
3 tho they know that he is a conſtant Communicant 
£ to all of our Church, and has often proteſted of 
78 from the Throne, that he will Maintain and Defend * 
qur Church, as it is by Law Eſtabliſh d. The chief I # 
and true reaſon for being fo diſaffected to him, is 
that he came from a Foreign Proteſtant Church: 7 
Seeing upon the ſame account they reviled King et 
VPiliam, who came in our Diſtreſs to deliver us from 
Poopery and Arbitrary Power; during his Life they 
e eroſe d and oppos d him as much as they could, after 
dis Death they trampled upon his Grave and blaſted 
11 32 „ Ungrateful People! O Furious Zea- 
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Troubles, the occaſion of various Tumult 


kindl tie fky 
brand that has kindled a cruel Civil War amongſt s 


i- and has engag'd many of our Church to join with 


ir the Papiſts to dethrone our King, 'preferving out of 
2 two Evils, to have (as they — have) a Papift 


e | Chriſtian King, to ours whom, by their damnable 
T Principles, they will have to be no Chriſtian. 
I, Pray Mr. C. ſeriouſly conſider all this; alter your 
e | Mind, change your Principles: And you who 

J- that the Biſhop of Sarum weuld make a Retractiom 
8 at his Viſitation at Sarum, of what he ſaid at his Vi- 
n ſitation at Oxford, concerning the Children of King - 
; James I. for having been babtiz'd by Preſbyterian - 
's WW Miniſters; I wiſh that you would make 2 Publick 
and Solemn Recantation of what you aſſerted in the 
IS latter end of your Second Book concerning the Fo- - 
is reign Proteſtant Churches; and that you would be of 
t, a Chriſtian and Charitable Temper, and fo fear GOD , 
U. and honour the K 1 N G. 
. That none may think that J charge Mr. C. with 
5, Falſhood, I here preſent the Reader with a Specimen 
' 


of his Aſſertions, which will give him a Taſte of his 
1 extenſive Charity, as you ſhall ſee by theſe follow- 
£ ing taken out of his Book. 

It Page 42. Till the Tear 1541. that is about the Time 
q of Mr. Calvin, which it not 200 Tears ago, there was. 
d no ſuch thing in Being as a Presbyterian Church to bs 
t found in any part of the World, Was not Luther before 
18 Calvin? Has he never heard any thing concerning the 
1: Valdences and Albigences? Some Body having object- 
= ed to him, that they had no Biſhops, he ſlightly 
N paſs d it by, without giving any Anſwer, being a 
raid to dwell too long upon thoſe Samarita nm. 
* Page 48. In a word, Fesbyterian Ordination mas ſo 

xd) WW rinwſual, ſo unheard a Practice, till within theſe 20 © 
a Tears, that it was thought that Neceſſity it felf cf . 


+ noe juſtify any Man in performing any Miniſtorial A . 
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* without a Commiſſion by an Epiſcopal Ordinatiou sm. 
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| Father, and 10 og and wo the bly Ghaft. . e ) 
nor till then, he 56 fully: and perfectly baptix d. 
"Page 66. He ſays, That in tbeſs Cuntries, off yoo | 
- meorly in our own, as they were oF ſo happy as to recolud® 2 
Epiſcopal Boptijn be —— ſmce'the Neglett 3 
it Wa not; their 'own, but their Parents fault, ors then 
Cifcihiſtauce of Time and Place, as ſuch as makes New: 
ceſſity pardonable. i theſe caſes; of that Nature, 
Gparity inclines me to hope the beſt; and I lea de fach 1 
. God's uncodenantell Mercy. | 1 hn 
Page 72. How do the Aſſertors of the lig 7 
Ley Baptiſm unchurch: the Proteſtauts beyond Sea? If + 
. ebey would noe: have Epiſcopacy when, they may, if they 
will not except of an Vpicopal Ordination when they had 
por tunity. Jor it, is not. the fault their. own#. Dp nos 
they unchurch themſelve; 2 2 IÞ} 384 
Page 81. 15 7: not evident, that the clutch of Eng: * 
| land? 73 Epiſcopal ?. Ts ir not ＋ in, that ſhe allows nue 
10 be Miniſters, unleſs they 4 5 Epiſcopal Conſegra- 
tien, 0r.Ordination, * y 
Bage 92. Ar. for thoſe Perfyys Abo were |; ib 
5 Te Jad Times of. ſe 575 Confuſion, 1 eien 
ders ro Hoh) Orders; ſiuce they weis not ee 
mater, nor conſenting to that Uſmrpatian. upon ente. * 
SOT eh Office, but really believed that they ad re 
WIE." d ifttan Baptiſm, and e 10 2 
Wet nk dec, #r:3he:Light they had," ir ig 10 A bh 
+. PEI 55 Lehr Jaid bores at See Such” by Us. 
open Metgy. N e , LO a3 iy RF". 
Page 42 "He faps; That bur Church,ellow, "of no Ar. 
"als bat is pe fm dd a lawful Bpiſeapal Mitts £, 
A N | ener all 2 1; . OT lach Epiſcopal" 
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